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sometimes in after-lives. Occasionally a man is found to
be fortunate or lucky, and everything he touches turns to
gold. But if that man's past be known and studied, it
will be found that he had a great desire for wealth; that
he followed it steadily; that he strove for it, worked for
it, sometimes sinned for it, and that desire has to be accom-
plished, and therefore he becomes a man who seems so
fortunate that others envy him. Desire brings him oppor-
tunity. A man strongly desiring to visit a country will
probably find an opportunity to do so at some time of his
life. Desire draws one towards the place where the object
of desire is obtainable and is thus one of the causes that
determine the place of one's rebirth. Thus desire draws
together the desirer and the desired, or makes opportu-
nities and attracts objects.

Hence we should be careful of what we desire and
should test the value of the object of desire; for inevitably
it will come to us later, and it may prove a desire that is
as ashes in the mouth. Many a man has desired wealth
and gained it, and then found it a burden instead of a Joy.
Many a man has grasped some object of desire, and has
found it pain-giving instead of pleasure-giving. We
should therefore measure our desires, try to see in what
they will result and weigh the value of the desired object.
Then gradually we will learn naturally to desire the things
that are righteous and pure, good and uplifting. With
every one this careful watch over the desire-nature is
necessary, for only when the desires go in harmony with
the Divine Will can they prove sources of happiness when
they are gratified, and not sources of pain.

Q. How does action give us our physical environments ?
Ans. The third thread of our cord of destiny appears
on the physical plane as action, and is the least important